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In this issue, we highlight several impressive faculty and trainee achievements, additions of new faculty and

staff members to our UM/HCH family, publications, and platform and poster presentations at major meetings.
Kudos to all!

AWARDS AND HONORS

Ignacio Tapia, MD, MS, was appointed Chair of Biobehavioral Medicine and
Health Outcomes NIH study section. Kudos, Dr. Tapia!

Jennifer Walton, MD, MPH, FAAP, was elected Vice Speaker of the National
Medical Association (NMA) House of Delegates. The NMA is the largest and
oldest organization representing Black physicians and their patients in the

United States. It represents more than 50,000 African American physicians and
the patients they serve.




Adriana Hoffman, MD, received a Pediatric Scientist Development Program
(PSDP) Award. She is only one of a select few fellows from across the nation to
receive this prestigious award. PSDP provides a training environment in which
talented young pediatricians address central problems in child health with the
most current scientific tools. Ultimately, these pediatric scientists, dedicated to
continuing careers in basic, translational, and clinical research, will translate
research advances to improvements in clinical care for children. The PSDP also
provides career-development support for pediatricians committed to careers in
academic medicine.

Jennifer Mufioz Pareja, MD, was selected for a Neurocritical Care Society
Presidential Citation.

Dr. Mufioz Pareja also was featured as a new Society for Pediatric Research
(SPR) member:

WELCOME TO SPR

INTRODUCING THE 2025 NEW MEMBERS ] @ | G

Join us in welcoming the newest members of the SPR community! These 126 exceptional individuals bring
diverse expertise and a shared commitment to advancing pediatric research. Learn more about their work

Jennifer Munoz Pareja, MD

Holtz Children's Hospital Jackson Memorial Hospital, University of Miami
Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine

Clinical Specialty: Critical Care

The overarching goal of Jennifer Munoz Pareja's, MD, laboratory is to gain a
comprehensive understanding of the diverse pathomechanisms contributing to
adverse outcomes in pediatric acute brain injury.
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Daniel Armstrong, PhD, has been appointed as a member-at-large on the Board
of The Children’s Trust of Miami-Dade for a three-year term. The Children’s
Trust is a tax-supported organization established by a voter referendum in 2002
that provides funding for over $200 million of programs for children in Miami-
Dade County. The Mailman Center and Department of Pediatrics have received
significant funding since the inception of The Children’s Trust to support children
with disabilities, special health care needs, and those facing significant social
challenges.

Aditi Dhir, MD, was awarded a $500,000 Batchelor Children’s Cancer Research
Seed Grant by the Batchelor Foundation in support of her project, “Studying
Gene Patterns and Outcomes for Children and Young Adults with
Osteosarcoma.” Congratulations, Dr. Dhir.

WELCOME, NEW FACULTY AND STAFF!

Alejandra MacQuhae, MD, joined us as Assistant Professor in the Divisions of
Pediatric Cardiology and Pediatric Critical Care Medicine. She was born and
raised in Caracas, Venezuela, where she completed her MD at the Universidad
Central de Venezuela. During medical school, she was actively involved in
national student leadership, while also pursuing research projects addressing
health disparities and social drivers of health, including community-based
research and initiatives with indigenous populations in Venezuela.

After moving to the US, Dr. MacQuhae completed her pediatric residency at the
University of Miami/Jackson Memorial Hospital, where she also served as Chief
Resident, and completed her fellowship in pediatric critical care medicine. She
has been recognized for her excellence in teaching medical students and
residents, as well as with the CARE Spotlight Award at Jackson Memorial Hospital
in two consecutive years, an acknowledgment of her commitment to the
institution’s mission and values.

Most notably, Dr. MacQuhae is a recipient of the RAPID Scholars Award from the
Academic Pediatric Association. Her research focuses on post-intensive care
syndrome in pediatrics, with particular attention to inequities related to social
drivers of health, and their impact on long-term outcomes in critically ill children.
She has also led research on neurodevelopmental outcomes in children with
congenital heart disease undergoing cardiopulmonary bypass.
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Dr. MacQuhae is committed to advancing equity in pediatric critical care and
improving post-ICU outcomes. She is currently working to establish a dedicated
post-ICU follow-up clinic to better address the long-term needs of children and
families after critical illness.

Outside of medicine, she enjoys exploring new restaurants, going to the beach,
traveling, and spending time with her husband, energetic young daughter, and
extended family.

Alex Zusman, MD, joined us as Assistant Professor in the Division of
Neonatology. He grew up in Broward County in a Cuban/Peruvian home, and
returns to Florida after three years in New Zealand, where he served as Chief
Medical Officer for The Clinician, a digital-health software company developing
products that measure health outcomes for a variety of industry uses and
quality-improvement programs.

Dr. Zusman earned his BS in Biology at Duke University and MPH in Epidemiology
at the Yale University of School of Public Health. He obtained his MD from the
University of Florida College of Medicine, and completed his pediatric residency
at UCSF, where he concentrated on advocacy and leadership for underserved
populations. He is board certified in pediatrics and pediatric hospital medicine.
He has a passion for making salsa and woodworking!

Samira Abudinen Vasquez, MD, joined us as Assistant Professor in the Division
of Neonatology. She is a board-certified pediatrician specializing in neonatal-
perinatal medicine and pediatric palliative vare. Originally from Colombia, she
earned her MD from Universidad del Norte before completing her pediatric
residency and chief residency at Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai at
Elmhurst. She subsequently completed a neonatal-perinatal medicine fellowship
at Tufts Children’s Hospital in Boston, followed by a pediatric palliative care
fellowship at Children’s National Hospital, where she focused on simulation-
based education and improving communication in the care of medically complex
children. Her academic work includes leading a NICU-based palliative care
workshop, integrating palliative care into a leukodystrophy clinic, and
implementing a small-baby protocol to improve outcomes in extremely preterm
infants.

She was recently recognized with a SPIRIT Shout Out Award in Bioethics from
MedStar Washington Hospital Center for her compassionate, value-driven care.
Outside of work, she enjoys life with her husband, two young children, and their
cat. She’s also a big fan of pickleball, even if she’s still learning the rules, she
brings plenty of competitive spirit to the court.



Johanna Ferreira, MD, joined us as Assistant Professor in the Division of Pediatric
Gastroenterology, Hepatology, and Nutrition. She brings particular expertise in
pediatric hepatology, including chronic liver disease, cholestatic disorders, acute
and chronic hepatitis, and diagnostic and therapeutic interventions, including
upper endoscopy, colonoscopy, and liver biopsy. She received her MD from
Colegio Mayor de Nuestra Senora del Rosario in Bogota, Colombia. She
completed her pediatric residency at Maria Fareri Children’s
Hospital/Westchester Medical Center, where she received the Academic
Excellence Award. This was followed by a pediatric gastroenterology, hepatology
and nutrition fellowship at Children’s Hospital at Montefiore/Albert Einstein
College of Medicine. She further expanded her interest and expertise in liver
disease through a pediatric transplant hepatology fellowship at New York-
Presbyterian/Columbia University Irving Medical Center. Dr. Ferreira provides
empathetic and expert care to pediatric patients living with complex
hepatobiliary and gastrointestinal conditions, focusing on comprehensive well-
being.

Hannah Snyder, PhD, ABPP, joined us as an assistant professor on the Child
Protection Team and the Psychological Assessment Services team at Mailman.
She is a board-certified clinical child and adolescent psychologist. She completed
her PhD in Clinical Psychology from George Washington University, and attended
an APPIC-approved predoctoral internship in infant mental health at the Institute
for Child and Family Health in Miami before completing her fellowship in early
childhood mental health at Children’s National Hospital. Before joining the
faculty at UM, Dr. Snyder was the Director of the Mental Health Team for the
Child and Adolescent Protection Center at Children’s National Hospital, where
she was Pl on a Department of Justice Grant and a grant from the DC Office of
Victim Services. Outside of work, Dr. Snyder enjoys playing with her golden
retriever, baking, and exploring Miami.

George Rasti, PhD, joined us as a Researcher for the Division of Pediatric
Hematology/Oncology. He is originally from Barcelona, Spain. He earned his PhD
in Biomedicine from the University of Barcelona, where his research focused on
the roles of sirtuins in chromatin dynamics, tumorigenesis, and aging. During this
time, he developed a deep interest in understanding the molecular mechanisms
of aging and cancer biology. He then moved to the United States as an HHMI
postdoctoral fellow. His long-term goal is to translate mechanistic insights into
therapeutic strategies that can improve patient care. Outside of research, he
enjoys exploring new cultures through travel, connecting with nature, and
spending time with his family.



Taimi Machado, MSW, joined us as a Therapist for the School Health Initiative.
She was born in Cuba and migrated to the US at 12 years old. She grew up in low
socioeconomic communities in Florida and Texas. Her experiences have shaped
her passion for advocacy, promoting mental-health awareness, and serving the
most vulnerable populations. Taimi holds BSW and MSW degrees from FIU. She
is currently pursuing certification in Unified Protocols for Transdiagnostic
Treatment of Emotional Disorders in Children and Adolescents (UP-C and UP-A).
She enjoys spending time with loved ones, practicing self-care, and exploring her
spiritual side.

Chloe Cristian, PsyD, joined us as a Post-Doctoral Associate for the School Health
Initiative program. She completed her undergraduate studies at Tulane
University and earned her PsyD at Nova Southeastern University. During her
training, she completed an elective practicum with the Child and Adolescent
Center (CAMAT) at the University of Miami, followed by an internship year in the
Clinical Child Track at Jackson Health System. Dr. Cristian is currently placed at
North Miami Beach and North Miami Senior High School, where she provides
individual and group therapy services to adolescent students. Her clinical
interests include Dialectical Behavior Therapy and Cognitive Behavioral Therapy.
Outside of work, Dr. Cristian enjoys spending time with her cat, going to yoga
and Pilates classes, and exploring new restaurants in Coral Gables and Coconut
Grove. She is excited to continue her work with UM and connect with other
professionals dedicated to pediatric care.

Oldine Pierre Louis, BA, joined us as a Program Coordinator and Workshop
Facilitator for the Parenting Program. She earned her BA magna cum laude from
Florida International University, AA with honors in Business Administration from
Miami Dade College. She also completed a diploma in Computer Science from
Quisqueya America University Institute in Haiti. In addition to her professional
work, she created an organization that unites Haitian athletes to celebrate
sports, teamwork, and unity. She is a member of the National Society of
Leadership and Success, Tau Sigma, and Phi Theta Kappa. She has a strong
commitment to using service, education, and cultural inclusivity to strengthen
communities and families. Outside of work, she likes to read, spend time with
her family, and experiment with creative design using Adobe products.

Chelsea Johnson, MSW, joined us as a Mental Health Therapist for the School
Health Initiative program. She has a strong passion for supporting children,
adolescents, and families. She brings a therapeutic, trauma-informed, and
culturally responsive lens to her work, with a special interest in pediatric and
community mental health. Chelsea earned her BA in Psychology with a minor in
Cognitive Neuroscience from UCF, where she conducted undergraduate
research on cognition and social support. She went on to earn her MSW from
FIU, combining her interests in psychology, public health, social justice, and
advocacy.



She has over five years of experience working with children and adolescents. This
began with several years in a community-based afterschool program, where she
supported youth and learned firsthand about the intersection of family,
community, and mental health. She later completed a clinical internship in a
pediatric hematology/oncology clinic, providing psychosocial care to children
facing medical challenges and supporting their families.

Outside of her professional work, she enjoys watching movies, practicing yoga,
and roller-skating.

Yessica Aguilar joined us as a Medical Assistant at UHealth Pediatrics in Weston.
She has been in the medical field for the last 10 years. She is originally from
Guatemala, but has lived in Florida for the past 24 years. Yessica has a six-year-
old boy named Nathaniel.

Florcy Joseph, MSW, RCSWI, joined us as a Therapist for the School Health
Initiative. She earned her MSW from Barry University, BSW from Florida Atlantic
University, and AA degree in Nursing from Miami Dade College. Since 2014, she
has made a significant impact in underserved communities as a Therapist,
Mental Health Counselor, and Substance Abuse Counselor. Her areas of
expertise include medical and community social work, mental-health counseling,
and various therapeutic practices. Beyond her professional role, she serves as a
worship leader at her church, creating an environment of praise and prayer. She
enjoys traveling, reading, spending quality time with her daughter, and
volunteering to enhance community well-being and address pressing issues
facing families and the Church.

Marianne Garay, MSW, RCSWI, joined us as a Mental Health Therapist for the
School Health Initiative. Born and raised in South Florida, Marianne earned her
BS in Psychology from the University of Florida, and an MSW from Florida
International University. Her background includes research on the impact of
stress on cognitive functioning. She has over three years of experience providing
applied behavior analysis therapy to children with autism and behavioral
disorders. In addition, she has experience supporting children, adolescents, and
families with emotional and behavioral disorders, and substance-use disorders.
Marianne enjoys going to the beach, practicing yoga, painting, and spending time
with her cats.



Sirian Meza joined us as a Clinical Business Operations Representative for the
Division of Pediatric Nephrology. She was born in Honduras and raised by her
loving grandparents before moving to the US with her siblings to reunite with
their parents. The youngest of four, she has always drawn strength and
inspiration from her family. With over a decade of experience working with
children, Sirian has a deep love for nurturing young minds and is passionate
about child development. She is currently pursuing personal and professional
goals she once placed on hold. A proud mother of two boys, Sirian’s love for
children extends beyond her work and into every part of her life. She also has a
lifelong love for animals, rooted in her childhood growing up on a farm. In her
free time, she enjoys long walks, nature, and spending time with loved ones.

Angie Zapata, MSW, joined us as a Social Worker with the School Health
Initiative program. A first-generation Colombian-American, she provides holistic,
trauma-informed, and culturally responsive care to individuals with mental-
health diagnoses, substance-use challenges, chronic medical conditions,
disabilities, and complex psychosocial needs. She earned both her BA and MSW
from Florida International University, where she participated in the Behavioral
Health Workforce Education and Training Program, and completed her clinical
internships at Banyan Health Systems - Dade Chase Residential program and
Jackson Behavioral Health Hospital. Beyond her professional work, she enjoys
watching movies, attending concerts, and finding inspiration in creative outlets.
Her favorite time of year is Halloween, which she celebrates with enthusiasm
and a passion for artistic expression.

Sadrynie Myrtil, MSW, joined us as a Therapist for the School Health Initiative.
She holds an MSW and a BA in Psychology, both from FIU. With over a decade of
experience working with children, Sadrynie has served in various roles, including
coach, teacher, instructor, and mentor—each shaping her holistic approach to
care.

Her clinical practice incorporates a range of evidence-based modalities, including
cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT) and solution-focused CBT, and she has a
growing interest in music therapy. Her cultural background and family values
deeply influence her commitment to mental health and community service.

She is also a proud alumna of the UM Leadership Education in
Neurodevelopmental and Related Disabilities (LEND), where she further honed
her skills in interdisciplinary care and advocacy.

Outside of work, she enjoys singing, playing percussion instruments, and roller
skating—activities that reflect her vibrant personality and creative spirit.



Irana Mehtiyeva, MBA, BHSA, joined us as the Executive Director of Clinical
Operations for the Department of Pediatrics. In this pivotal role, Irana will
collaborate closely with Ms. Angela Fuste, SAO, and our divisional leaders to
oversee and enhance clinical operations, bringing her extensive knowledge and
experience to our team. Irana brings over a decade of healthcare expertise to
our organization. In her previous role, she managed a diverse physician practice
group encompassing specialties such as Gastroenterology, Primary Care,
Orthopedics, Neurology, Cardiology, Behavioral Health, Trauma, General
Surgery, Oncology, and Urology. She was responsible for the Miami-Dade
market, which included three hospitals and 22 satellite locations with 130
providers. Additionally, she managed academic-driven practices that were
integral to the Graduate Medical Education program. Irana earned her MBA from
Nova Southeastern University and her BHSA from FIU.

Irana is @ mom of two boys, ages 2 and 4. In her spare time, Irana is an avid
traveler and enjoys exploring new cuisines from around the world.
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WAY TO GO!

Recognition of Outstanding Patient Care

On behalf of the Division of Athletics, the Greater Miami Athletic Conference (GMAC),
and School Operations, | would like to take a moment to commend the exemplary
actions of Dr. Sarah Sukkar during the Miami Central vs. Booker T. Washington Senior
High School football game held this past Friday evening at Traz Powell Stadium.

While attending the event, a young lady from the band suffered from overheating and
required urgent medical attention. Dr. Sukkar immediately sprang into action,
rendering critical aid until additional medical personnel arrived. Her professionalism,
medical expertise, and calm under pressure ensured that this student received the
lifesaving care she needed at that crucial moment. What makes her actions even more remarkable is that Dr.
Sukkar was volunteering her own personal time that evening, supporting the band and assisting them. It was
truly a blessing that she was present and willing to step in without hesitation. Her commitment to our students’
well-being and her willingness to go above and beyond are qualities that cannot be overstated.

We are sincerely grateful for her service, her heroism, and her compassion. Please extend our deepest
appreciation to Dr. Sukkar for her selflessness and for the tremendous impact she made that evening. She is a
credit to the University of Miami Health T.E.A.M. and to the entire community she serves.

Yours in Academics, Athletics, and Activities,
Mr. Kevin E. Lawrence

Administrative Director
M-DCPS Division of Athletics & Activities
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Ronald McDonald House Charities

Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC) South Florida celebrated a historic milestone on September 9, 2025,
breaking ground on a $33 million house that will broaden access to family-centered care in the region.

The “Hope has a New Home” groundbreaking ceremony brought together RMHC Board Members (including
Dr. Glenn Flores (in second photo above in front row, four person from the right), community leaders,
healthcare partners, and dedicated supporters to rally around a shared commitment to keeping families
together.

Located just steps from Holtz Children’s Hospital at Jackson Memorial Medical Campus, the new seven-story,
60,000-square-foot Ronald McDonald House will almost double present accommodations. The current House,
built in 1982 with 31 rooms, is always full. Last year, 128 families were turned away due to space limitations,
with an average wait time of 14 days for a room. For families navigating complex diagnoses like pediatric cancer
and organ transplants, a two-week wait for a room can be an unimaginable burden. This expansion will enable
RMHC South Florida to serve more than 420 families annually, providing 5,740 nights of comfort and
eliminating the waitlist for free pediatric lodging.
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KUDOS
Future of Pediatric Practice 2025 FCAAP

Our residents competed in both the Brain Bowl and Peds Sims Wars, earning second place in both team
competitions. Congratulations to Saugata Goswami, MD, Jonathan Martinez, MD, Camila Sankovich, MD,
and Xiaoyin Tian, MD, for their outstanding performance, demonstrating exceptional knowledge, CPR skills,
and teamwork!

In addition to the competitions, the FCAAP conference served as a platform for scholarly presentations. This
year, Yael Sterenthal, DO, Pytregay Thompson, MD, Xiaoyin Tian, MD, and Lien Morcate, MD, MPH, were
selected to present their posters—an excellent representation of our program’s academic engagement.

We are also proud to share that our program received the Resident Partnership Award for our involvement
in the Reach Out and Read National Program. This achievement reflects the leadership of Lourdes Forster,
MD, FAAP, and the dedication of our current and former residents to promoting literacy during well-child
visits.

|~ _FUTURE

\ PEDIATRIC PRACTICE
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32nd International Congress on the Prevention and Relief of Child Abuse

Asociacién AFECTO Contra el Maltrato Infantil held its 32"¢ congress meeting on September 8 and 9 in Bogota,
Colombia. Walter Lambert, MD, was honored for his dedication to protecting children against abuse, neglect,
and violence.

The Afecto Association began operations on July 22, 1988, when the Colombian Association for the Defense
of Abused Minors was established, and in 1997 it became the Afecto Association Against Child Abuse. Its
mission is to prevent all possible forms of child and adolescent abuse by raising awareness about this issue
among the general population. Build responses hand in hand with civil society and institutions, and serve as a
consulting and advisory body on the matter at the local, municipal, national, and international level.

asoclacléﬂ
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Contra El Maltrato Infantil

—Graciao por hacer de la nifiez ow midicn de vida

Por dedicar su vida a cuidar lo mds valioso: |a nifiez.
Por cada diagndstico, cada palabra de aliento, cada
abrazo y cada lucha por proteger a quienes no
tienen voz. Su compromiso con la prevencién del
abuso infantil ha dejado huella en miles de vidas.
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Uhealth Multi Specialty Palmetto Bay and the Uhealth Ambulatory Division access supervisors and their
team deserve KUDOS for their amazing accomplishments and receiving several awards in the annual Patient
Access Awards ceremony

N ,
Fanny Riviera, Patient Access Supervisor

15t Place — Estimate Collections
3™ Place -Processing Time
Achieved 3 Key Performance Indicators (KPIs): Co-Pay, Estimates, Processing Time

Yaquelin Mora, Patient Access Supervisor

2nd Place Winner — Co-Pay Collections: Achieving 99.80% in co-pay collections
Achieved All 5 Key Performance Indicators (KPIs): By-Pass Warning, Co-Pay, Estimates,
Processing Time, and Press Ganey

1st Place Winner — By-Pass Warnings: Achieving an exceptional 0.00% bypass warning
rate

Patient Satisfaction: Reached 90.26% in Medical Practice "Likelihood to Recommend"
1st Place Winner — Estimates Collections: Achieving 100% collections of all estimates
created
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SEPTEMBER RESIDENT AND ATTENDING AWARDS

Attending of the month g0es to ...
DR.KAREN YOUNG

Dr. Young is amazing! She was very supportive and
knowledgeable in our first week of the NICU, and was very
patient as we learned the floor and neonatal management.
She rounded efficiently but always took time to give teaching
points. Would love to work with her again!

Holtz

Childrenis
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Dr. Young is such a brilliant teacher and made the NICU an incredible
learning experience. She has a way of breaking things down so clearly,
while always encouraging questions and teaching in the moment. Her
guidance turned a challenging rotation into one of the most rewarding. |
hope to work with Dr. Young again in the future.

Fellow of the month goes 10 ...

DR ANGELICA TRYBULSKA

She is an outstanding fellow to work with. She consistently
takes the time to explain the decisions made regarding patient
care and ensures that learners are actively involved in
procedures and deliveries, something that can be especially
challenging in the NICU given the large multidisciplinary team.
Her commitment to teaching and collaboration truly enhances

the learning environment. | couldn’t have asked for a better fellow to learn from during my time in
the NICU. Angie took me under her wing and guided me through so
many procedures with patience and encouragement. She’s not only an
incredible teacher and teammate, but also unbelievably
knowledgeable—always ready to share her expertise and explain the
‘why’ behind everything. I'm so lucky to have worked with her and hope
to work together again in the futurel




Resident of the month goes to ...

DR. MARIANA NUNEZ STOSIC

Hometown: Caracas,
Venezuela

Medical School:
Universidad de Buenos
Aires Facultad de
Medicina

Intern of the month goes to ...
DR.ALEJANDRA GONZALEZ SANTIAGO

Hometown: Juana Diaz,
Puerto Rico

Medical School: Ponce
Health Sciences
University School of
Medicine

She has been calm, determined, and handled a
difficult period during our team without
complaints. She knows all of her patients in depth
and is very good in having difficult conversations
with the parents.

Mariana is so humble, always supportive. She
has great dedication to her patients and also so
caring for her colleagues. It is always pleasure to
work with her, even if we were not on the same
team!

Alejandra was amazing on nights!! She killed it her first week as
an intern. Truly OUTSTANDING! She was placing orders, writing
notes, coming up with plans and pre-charting on all the
patients. She was such a pleasure to work with and we had so
much fun!! Good vibes always. Anyone would be lucky to work
with her. Only positive things to say. Can't wait for all the growth
that's to come! <3

Alejandra did a fantastic job during her green team rotation!! She was always well prepared, reading
about her patients thoroughly to make sure she understood their complex medical history. She had
very well thought out assessments and consistently got praise by attendings on her clinical
judgement. She worked very hard to learn not only about her patients but how to write orders and
do daily tasks. She is so kind and has a hardworking attitude which makes her an amazing team
player. | am so impressed by her performance in her very first month of residency and know she will
do very well in the years to come. Yay!!

16
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PRESENTATIONS

Miguel Saps, MD, presented guidelines for abdominal pain by the
European and North American Societies at the Latin America Society of
Pediatric Gastroenterology Hepatology of Nutrition held in Merida,
Mexico, from September 3-6, 2025.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
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PMCID: PM(C12385743 DOI: 10.3390/diseases13080246
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