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In this issue, we highlight several impressive faculty and trainee achievements, additions of new faculty and
staff members to our UM/HCH family, publications, and platform and poster presentations at major meetings.
Kudos to all!

AWARDS AND HONORS
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We are thrilled to announce that three of our divisions have been nationally ranked in Best Children’s
Hospitals, 2025-2026, by U.S. News & World Report! This incredible achievement highlights our collective
dedication to delivering exceptional pediatric care, advancing research, and supporting families every step of
the way. Congratulations to our teams for this outstanding recognition!

Best: PEDIATRIC DIABETES & ENDOCRINOLOGY
e #21inUS

e #2in state of Florida
e #1in South Florida

CONGRATULATIONS to the division faculty, fellows, and staff!



BEST: PEDS GASTROENTEROLOGY & GI SURGERY

e #41inUS
e #linFlorida
e #1in South Florida (and only program ranked in South FL)

CONGRATULATIONS to the division faculty, fellows, and staff!

BEST: PEDIATRIC NEPHROLOGY

e #41in US
e #1inFlorida
e #1in South Florida

CONGRATULATIONS to the division faculty, fellows, and staff!
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Michelle Schladant, PhD, ATP, and Ruby Natale, PhD, PsyD,
received an R21 award from the National Institute on Deafness
and Other Communication Disorders for "Jump Start to Talk."
This study examines how Spanish- and Haitian Creole-speaking
caregivers and educators identify late speech in dual language
learners and access early-intervention services. Using cultural
brokers from Le Jardin Community Center and Sant La
Neighborhood Center, researchers will conduct interviews to
understand barriers to and facilitators of care. Findings will
inform improved assessment tools and service pathways,
especially for Latino and Haitian families.

Elizabeth Pulgarén, PhD, received the 2025 Roger Harrison IDEAS (Inclusion,
Diversity, and Excellence in Advocacy and Social Justice) National Award, which
recognizes healthcare professionals advancing equity and justice through
integrated primary care. For nearly a decade, Dr. Pulgarén has worked in school-
based primary-care settings, and more recently in the University of Miami’s
School Health Initiative, a school-based integrated primary-care program serving
over 12,000 students annually in Miami-Dade County’s most under-resourced
communities. Through her clinical innovation, mentorship, research, and
advocacy, she has expanded equitable access to culturally responsive mental
healthcare, strengthened training opportunities for healthcare professionals,
and empowered minoritized youth as health advocates. Her efforts have
influenced district policy, improved evidence-based care, and created
sustainable systems that embody the IDEAS Award’s core values of inclusion,
diversity, advocacy, and social justice.

WELCOME, NEW FACULTY AND STAFF!

Daniel Ibafiez, MD, joined us as Chief of the Sectionof Pediatric Rheumatology.
He completed his fellowship in pediatric rheumatology at Boston Children’s
Hospital/Harvard Medical School. His clinical interest is the vasculitides, both
acute (i.e., Kawasaki Disease) and chronic (i.e., ANCA-associated
vasculitides). Dr. Ibafiez has published research in prestigious journals, including
studies on juvenile idiopathic arthritis, interstitial lung disease, and Kawasaki
Disease. He spends his free time with his wife, two young children, and Siamese
Lynx cat. He enjoys watching and playing sports, and has taken on portrait
photography as his most recent hobby.
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Vivian Arauz joined us as a Clinical Business Operations Representative. She
began her professional career at UM in December 2022, working in the
Interventional Radiology Department as a patient scheduler. Vivian was raised in
a close-knit family that emphasized the importance of hard work, creativity, and
compassion. These values shaped her personal and professional outlook,
inspiring her to pursue higher education and build a career in healthcare
operations. She is currently attending school at Penn Foster, exploring new
academic opportunities to further expand her knowledge and skills. Outside of
work, Vivian enjoys expressing her creativity through knitting, planning, and
crafting. These hobbies not only bring her joy, but also reflect her thoughtful and
artistic nature.

Elizabeth Jimenez, BS, joined us as a Case Worker. She is a proud mother of two
and a graduate of American Military University, where she earned a BS. Her goal
is to continue building a career that allows her to make a positive impact on
people’s lives—especially by combining psychology and rehabilitation to
promote healing and overall well-being. She believes in continuous learning,
kindness, and staying dedicated to helping others reach their potential. Outside
of work, she loves spending time with her children, relaxing at the beach, and
caring for animals.

Maydelin Hernandez Vazquez, RN, BSN, joined us as a Registered Nurse for the
School Health Initiative. She is passionate about improving the health and well-
being of children and families through compassionate care and preventive health
services. Maydelin was born and raised in Cuba, She obtained her AA in Nursing
from Escuela Maximo Gémez in Havana, Cuba. She then earned a Specialist
Degree in Gynecology and Obstetrics Nursing from the same institution, and
completed her BSN at Universidad de Ciencias Médicas “Victoria de Girén” in
Havana. Continuing her professional growth after relocating to the United
States, Maydelin earned her BSN from Central University of Ashdod in Chicago.
Throughout her nursing career, Maydelin has worked in diverse pediatric
settings, including schools and Prescribed Pediatric Extended Care (PPEC)
centers, where she has provided compassionate one-on-one care to children
with chronic illnesses and disabilities. She also has supported school-based
health initiatives focused on vaccination, prevention, and family education.
Maydelin takes great pride in empowering families through health promotion
and preventive care. Her dedication to improving access to quality healthcare for
children reflects her deep commitment to the well-being of her community.
Outside of work, Maydelin enjoys traveling, creating lifestyle content, and
spending quality time with her family. She values balance, positivity, and lifelong
learning—qualities that also guide her approach to nursing and patient care.



Silvana Guerra, RN, joined us as a Registered Nurse for the School Health
Initiative. Originally from Colombia, she has over 15 years of experience in
healthcare. She earned her RN from the School of Nursing at Popular of Cesar
University in Colombia. Later, she expanded her skills by becoming a Quality
Management Specialist, driven by a desire to improve healthcare systems and
ensure safe, compassionate, and effective care at every level. She has found her
greatest fulfillment working in pediatrics and obstetrics, supporting children,
expectant mothers, and their families during some of the most meaningful
moments of their lives. Outside of work, she prioritizes self-care and spending
time in nature— she loves going for walks and being outdoors. One of the most
important things in her life is spending time with her family, which brings her
peace, joy, and balance. She truly believes that taking care of ourselves allows
us to care better for others.



KUDOS!

2025 Holtz and Women’s Advance Practice Provider of the Year

& Celine Forges-Voigt, ARNP, received the 2025 Holtz and Women’s
Advance Practice Provider of the Year award. She has been in the
Division of Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology, and Nutrition for
the past 31 years, and has been at Holtz Children’s for 37 years. She is
an APP supervisor and a great resource NP. Congratulations!

Also nominated:

Odette Heholt, MSN, APRN, NNP-BC
Karolynn Trabanco, MSN, APRN, NNP-BC
Joy Lawson, PhD, APRN, FNP-BC, NNP-BC, CWCN-AP, COCN-AP



OCTOBER RESIDENT AND ATTENDING AWARDS

Intern of the Month goes to:

Alejandra Gonzalez Santiago
Hometown: Juana Diaz, Puerto Rico
Medical School: Ponce Health Sciences University School of Medicine

e Alejandra was amazing on nights!! She killed it her first week as an intern. Truly OUTSTANDING! She was placing orders,
writing notes, coming up with plans, and pre-charting on all the patients. She was such a pleasure to work with, and we
had so much fun!! Good vibes always. Anyone would be lucky to work with her.

e Only positive things to say. Can’t wait for all the growth that's to come!

e Alejandra did a fantastic job during her green team rotation!! She was always well prepared, reading about her patients
thoroughly to make sure she understood their complex medical history. She had very well thought out assessments and
consistently got praise by attendings on her clinical judgement. She worked very hard to learn not only about her patients
but how to write orders and do daily tasks. She is so kind and has a hardworking attitude which makes her an amazing
team player. | am so impressed by her performance in her very first month of residency and know she will do very well in
the years to come.

Resident of the month goes to:

Mariana Nuiez Stosic
Hometown: Caracas, Venezuela
Medical School: Universidad de Buenos Aires Facultad de Medicina
e She has been calm and determined, and handled a difficult period during our team without complaints. She knows all of
her patients in depth and is very good at having difficult conversations with the parents.
e Mariana is so humble; always supportive. She has great dedication to her patients and also so caring for her colleagues. It
is always a pleasure to work with her, even if we were not on the same team!



Fellow of the month goes to:
Angelica Trybulska

e She is an outstanding fellow to work with. She consistently takes the time to explain the decisions made regarding patient
care and ensures that learners are actively involved in procedures and deliveries, something that can be especially
challenging in the NICU given the large multidisciplinary team.

e Her commitment to teaching and collaboration truly enhances the learning environment.

e | couldn’t have asked for a better fellow to learn from during my time in the NICU. Angie took me under her wing and
guided me through so many procedures with patience and encouragement. She’s not only an incredible teacher and
teammate, but also unbelievably knowledgeable, always ready to share her expertise and explain the ‘why’ behind
everything. I'm so lucky to have worked with her and hope to work together again in the future!

Karen C.oung ML

€D Holtz

indrcn'.x

&L ol =i
A

Attending of the month goes to:
Karen Young

e Dr.Young is amazing! She was very supportive and knowledgeable in our first week of the NICU, and was very patient as
we learned the floor and neonatal management. She rounded efficiently, but always took time to give teaching points. |
would love to work with her again!

e Dr.Young is such a brilliant teacher and made the NICU an incredible learning experience. She has a way of breaking
things down so clearly, while always encouraging questions and teaching in the moment. Her guidance turned a
challenging rotation into one of the most rewarding. | hope to work with Dr. Young again in the future.



Christy Figueredo, MS, RD, CSP, LD/N, has been selected to receive the NASPGHAN
Foundation CPNP Nutrition Advocate Award, following a nomination by Dr. Miguel
Saps. She will be recognized at the organization’s annual meeting in Chicago on
November 7, 2025. Congratulations, Ms. Figueredo, on this recognition!

Congratulations to Gaile Holland, RN, Clinical Care Coordinator at JHS/Holtz,
who is being honored with distinction, by the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation at a
special event recognizing professionals in the community. Ms. Holland has
committed to help raise money to help the Foundation realize its mission of curing
CF and providing all people who suffer from it with the opportunity to lead long,
fulfilling lives.

To contribute to Ms. Holland’s goal, please click this link:
https://finest.cff.org/miamisfinest/Member/MyPage/8929612/Gaile-Holland

To learn more about Cystic Fibrosis and the Foundation, visit www.cff.org.


https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffinest.cff.org%2Fmiamisfinest%2FMember%2FMyPage%2F8929612%2FGaile-Holland&data=05%7C02%7Camp179%40med.miami.edu%7Ce969c2944c094e57507f08de0cc4415d%7C2a144b72f23942d48c0e6f0f17c48e33%7C0%7C0%7C638962234243948545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ru7NoMlG4xZucqAQWJvaUlAtZeJXRmxX2YoHRpmS7lc%3D&reserved=0
http://www.cff.org/
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS

1. Munoz Pareja JC, Mateo Chavez MB, Bernal JA, Swaby K, Machado N, Pringle C, Guthrie K, Coto J,
Rajderkar D, Gober J, Solano J, McCrea HJ, Gonzalez Mosquera D, Alkhachroum A, O'Phelan KH,
Kobeissy F, Keane RW, Wang KK, Dietrich WD, de Rivero Vaccari JP. Association of serum
inflammasome proteins and pediatric traumatic brain injury severity. Pediatric Research. September
26, 2025. PMID: 41006886 DOI: 10.1038/s41390-025-04410-5

2. Al Barbandi M, DeFreitas MJ, Katsoufis CP, Santos LB, Sigurjonsdottir V, Ridore M, Jackson B, Safina
Vaccaro D, Weir J, Oliva M, Ospina CL, Seeherunvong W, Chandar JC, Abitbol CL. Reducing excessive
interdialytic weight gain in young hemodialysis patients: A quality improvement initiative, kidney
medicine. Kidney Medicine Journal. September 16, 2025.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.xkme.2025.101109

3. Benamar M, Contini P, Schmitz-Abe K, Lanzetta O, Getachew F, Bachelin C, Leyva Castillo JM, Wang
M, Oktelik FB, Perrot O, Batamack Y, Arbag SN, Stephen-Victor E, Harb H, Agrawal PB, Louapre C,
Ivaldi F, Uccelli A, Inglese M, Angelini C, Zujovic V, De Palma R, Chatila TA. Notch3 destabilizes
regulatory T cells to drive autoimmune neuroinflammation in multiple sclerosis. Immunity. October
2,2025. PMID: 41043415 DOI: 10.1016/j.immuni.2025.09.007

4. Abudinen Vasquez S, Singh R, Boulais J, Krbec B. Improving communication competencies in
neonatology: A multimodal simulation-based palliative care workshop. American Journal of Hospice
and Palliative Medicine. October 6, 2025. PMID: 41052055 DOI: 10.1177/10499091251386410

5. Velez C, Campez-Pardo M, Canovas J, Pedronzo P, Ahn Y, Dale C, Dale S, Gwynn, L, Jensen-Doss A,
Pulgaron ER, St. George S, Ehrenreich-May J. An Iteratively Adapted Transdiagnostic Prevention
Program for Diverse High School Settings (U-PEACE): Protocol for a randomized controlled trial. JMIR
Research Protocols. September 24, 2025. PMID: 40990367 PMCID: PMC12508673
DOI: 10.2196/74080

6. Phillips S, Martin K, Schlenz AM, Kanter J, Mueller M, Lebensburger J, Galandanci N, Fuh BR,
Rivenbark C, Alvarez OA, Hanson R F, Madisetti M, Prentice M, Kelechi TJ. Self-Management for
Youth Living with Sickle Cell Disease (SMYLS): A study protocol for a multisite randomized controlled
trial testing a behavioral, mHealth app. Contemporary Clinical Trials. October 4, 2025.

PMID: 41052714 DOI: 10.1016/j.cct.2025.108103

Please send your good news to Managing Editor Rosa Tamayo at rxp352@med.miami.edu, so that we may
feature it in future Bulletins.
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